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Welcome 2024!  We’ve started the 
year with much-needed rain, 
refreshing our landscape and 

turning the mountains green, dotted 
with the beginnings of what will be a 
spectacular wildflower show.  The Trails 
Council crews have been busy all over 
the area, trying to keep ahead of the 
growth and rain damage.  The same can 
be said for the State Parks, NPS, and 
Conejo Open Space roads and 
trails sta�.  Landslides, creeks 
changing course, downed trees, 
and lots of growth are keeping 
everyone busy while also in awe 
of the power of Mother Nature.  
Please get out there and enjoy 
the incredible parks we have 
here in Southern California!  I’ve 
lived in many places in this country 
and around the world (Thanks Dad and 
the Air Force!) and I can say that this is the 
only place I’ve lived where there is such a 
vast park system accessible to so many 
people.
We have some folks coming and going on our Board 
and within the National Park Service.  Jerry 
Mitcham, long time board member, has stepped 
down from the board but will continue to volunteer 
as a crew leader and supporter of Trails Council 
activities.  Jerry’s many key roles have included 
Backbone Trek coordinator, co-coordinator of the 
trail work scheduling, assisting on Trail Days, 
training and mentoring students in the Trail Corps 
Internship program with CSUCI, and helping young 
men attain their Eagle Scout level.  Jerry is a master 
trail engineer and builder.  Thank you, Jerry for all 
your hard work; we’re all better o� because of your 
contributions!  We also welcome new board 
member, Denise Pomonik!  Denise is an avid hiker, 
backpacker, and mountain biker who is bringing lots 
of new ideas to the board.  She started volunteering 
on the trails with the Santa Monica Mountains Task 
Force of the Sierra club.  When asked why she 

volunteers for trail work, she says, “I just love it.  
I’m outdoors, working with a great team, burning 
calories, and being a part of something that feels 
great – giving back to the trails that give me such 
peace and joy.”  If you’ve ever worked with Denise 
on the trails, you’ll know that her energy and 
enthusiasm are electric!  Welcome Denise!

David Symanski, Superintendent of NPS for our 
area, has taken an exciting new position to be NPS 

Regional Director for the Pacific West.  David 
Schifsky will be acting Interim 

Superintendent.  

Mark your calendars and register 
now, you won’t want to miss out!  
Trails Council, the Task Force, and 
CORBA are gearing up for our 
annual Santa Monica Mountains 

Trail Days, April 19 to 22.  This will 
be the 41st year for the event!  It will be 

held deep in Point Mugu State Park 
with opportunities to camp or come and 

work Saturday and/or Sunday.  There will be 
the BBQ Saturday night, with the thank-you gift 
drawings and a very exciting campfire program by 
Aaron Davis, one of the park's archaeologists and a 
former interpretive ranger of SAMO, talking about 
the rich history of the Santa Monica Mountains.  
We look forward to seeing you there!

Our annual Backbone Trek is full!  Twenty-eight 
hikers will take on the challenge of the Backbone 
Trail, with moderate to di�icult hikes over a week’s 
timeframe.  Hikers will only need day packs, meals 
are provided, and gear is driven into the various 
campsites.  Hike leaders are experienced and 
knowledgeable about the flora and fauna of the 
area.  Put this challenging trip on your bucket list!  

We’re looking forward to a productive year, with 
trail work, education, and outreach.  Please join us 
for an outing or two.  We promise it’s fun and 
satisfying to see what a transformation you can 
give to a trail.  For some of you, it will become a 
passion and addiction!
See you on the trails! Barb Thomas

SPRING 2024
President’s Message
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41st Annual Trail Days!

How does free camping at the Danielson Ranch in Point Mugu 
State Park, a barbecue dinner, coffee & bagels in the mornings 
and the chance to score one of a few dozen giveaways - in 
exchange for some much needed work on our trails, sound? 

Come work with us for a day or two! We could sure use your help! 
We have been gathering together in April as hikers, runners and 
cyclists to work on the trails we love and use since 1981. Our crew 
leaders are from the Trails Council, the Sierra Club Task Force and 
CORBA will teach you the basics of trail work (if needed) and then 
guide you as we work on several different trails in the park. The 
recent rains have provided ample opportunity to repair stream 
crossings and washed out sec�ons of the trail. In some areas you 
might be building or clearing drains or even re-rou�ng the trail 
around sec�ons of trail obliterated by rushing water.

Trail Days is a blast! 

You'll find more than just a trail to 

clear - you'll discover a community 

and a cause that will leave you 

wan�ng more. The vehicle escort 

descends into scenic Point Mugu 

State Park via Big Sycamore 

Canyon before arriving at 

Danielson Ranch. Along the way 

you get amazing views of canyons 

and peaks. Friendly organizers get 

you signed in and out onto a trail. 

Once you join a work party, 

strangers become teammates. 

Clearing and restoring trails is led 

by experienced crew leaders. They 

safely guided us along the trail. 

Sweat and camaraderie flowed 

freely, crea�ng a bond for all to 

bring back to the ranch for the 

BBQ. Forget boring par�cipa�on 

trophies, get ready for epic swag! 

There seemed to be a prize for 

everyone provided by the amazing 

businesses who support this 

event. Camp for free and do it all 

over again the next day. Highly 

recommended!!! 

-Peter Sullivan

https://smmtc.org/TrailDays/traildays.php
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clear - you'll discover a community 

by experienced crew leaders. They 

everyone provided by the amazing 

Where We Have Been Working:
• Old Boney Trail
• Upper Sycamore Canyon
• Phantom Trail
• BBT La�go & Kanan
• Musch Trail
• Serrano Canyon
• Channel Islands 

Another excep�onal year of rain has created 
condi�ons that will keep us busy repairing trails 
while reminding us that trails are not permanent. 
Our crew has become used to repairing a trail only 
to have  a deluge of rain rearrange things. We will 
persevere - we know how important having safe 
trails is to all of us. Check out our work and then 
come join us!

Trail Work Report 

Greg, cu�ng back the brush on the Phantom Trail

Old Boney Trail, Can you tell it was cold before we began working?

Photo: Denise Pomonik
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Signs Project Update

SIGNS PROJECT UPDATE - Jon, Ruth & crew con�nue to place signs in some key loca�ons throughout Point Mugu State 
Park.  More than 60 signs have been replaced with more to be installed as �me permits. 

We are fortunate to have the right volunteers for this job.  All the planning which included gathering of data (by hiking 
every single trail at least once) photographing and geo-tagging each exis�ng sign, working with State Parks,  
coordina�ng purchases of signs and then installa�ons of those signs is a huge task. Jon Sheldon is very humble, so it is 
up to the rest of us to sing his praises when you pass by the new signs that he and the crew have placed!
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Trail News

Looking for a Volunteer Opportunity?
The Conejo Open Space Conserva�on Agency (COSCA) 
preserves, protects, and manages open space resources 
in the Conejo Valley.  

Wildwood serves as the loca�on for Trails Educa�on Days 
(TED).  This year close to 950 Conejo Valley Unified School 
District fourth-graders learned about local natural 
resources and wildlife. In small groups they take a guided 
hike into the canyon then rotate through interac�ve 
exhibits and educa�onal presenta�ons by experts in 
various fields related to conserva�on and ecology. If you 
are interested in volunteering at this year’s event, to be 
held April 22-26, please fill out a volunteer applica�on 
and list Trails Educa�on Days under areas of interest. 

David Szymanski Takes On New Role As NPS Regional Director for the Pacific West

 NPS Superintendent for over 11 years, David Szymanski, has moved on to an exci�ng 
new role as NPS Regional Director for the Pacific West.  The region encompasses all 
parks in California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, parts of Arizona and 
Montana, and the territories of Guam, American Samoa, and the Northern Mariana 
Islands.  The area includes 65 parks over 13 million acres.  As our Superintendent, 
David worked with local communi�es, parks and protected areas.  David has been 
passionate about preserving cultural resources, especially recognizing and respec�ng 
the Na�ve American people who inhabit and are stewards of the lands we enjoy.  
David will con�nue to work from the area before moving to central California.  Please 
see the NPS ar�cle Pacific West Regional Director for informa�on about David’s 
exci�ng new role.  Congratula�ons David!

David Schifsky, ac�ng Superintendent, comes to us from Golden Gate Na�onal 
Recrea�on Area.  A 29-year veteran of the NPS, David has a wide range of work and 
leadership experiences throughout the Pacific West Region, including at Sequoia and 
Kings Canyon Na�onal Parks, Point Reyes Na�onal Seashore, and the regional office.  
He joined the NPS in 1994 as an intern with the Student Conserva�on Associa�on at 
Canyonlands Na�onal Park.  He went on to work as a park ranger at Wind Cave 
Na�onal Park, Apostle Islands Na�onal Lakeshore, Arches Na�onal Park, Glen Canyon 
Na�onal Recrea�on Area, Point Reyes Na�onal Seashore, and Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon Na�onal Parks.  He served as the chief park ranger of both Point Reyes 
Na�onal Seashore and Golden Gate Na�onal Recrea�on Area prior to his current 
assignment.  David is currently the deputy superintendent for Golden Gate Na�onal 
Recrea�on Area.  David will begin at SAMO as the ac�ng Superintendent on January 
16 and leave on May 17, 2024.  Bio provided by NPS.

Ruth Gerson, 
President Emeritus 
with David 
Szymanski at David’s 
farewell party. 

Did you know we had six species of 
ceanothus in the Santa Monica 
Mountains?

https://cosf.org/volunteer/
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1180/national-park-service-selects-david-szymanski-as-regional-director.htm
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Santa Monica Mountains Trails Council
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Barb Thomas, President
George Sherman, Newsletter Editor
E-mail:mail@smmtc.org

Our Back Page

Address: P.O. Box 345, Agoura Hills CA 91376

Phone: 805-885-7224

Email: mail@smmtc.org

Web Site: www.smmtc.org

Our newsle�er is published twice a year, in spring and fall.
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